
The Skillful Teacher Series  
Clarity: Making Thinking Visible and Classroom Climate Without Analysis 

	
  

	
  
 	
  
	
   	
  

1 
	
  

© 2012 Research for Better Teaching, Inc. � One Acton Place, Acton, MA 01720 � 978-263-9449 � www.RBTeach.com	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
Script Comments 
 
Ms. DeAngelo: So, looking at the front. ½ in a decimal is what? And please 
use the real math words. So, I should have hands up. We’re looking at ½. ½ 
into a decimal…is…Brian Crish?   
 
Brian: .5. 
 
Ms. D: Can you say it in real math words? 
 
Brian: Five-tenths. 
 
Ms. D: Five-tenths, good, and then two halves, or two over two ends up 
being what? Alex? 
 
Alex: One. 
 
Ms. D: One. One-third is what? Ernesto? 
 
Ernesto: [inaudible answer] 
 
Ms. D: Three-hundredths? 
 
Ernesto: No, thirty-three hundredths. 
 
Ms. D: Thirty-three hundredths…do we agree?... So if I write thirty-three 
hundredths right now I would write this, right? [Writes .33 on the board, 
pauses.] Who can talk? [Looks back at Ernesto.] Is that what you have on 
your paper? That’s 100% what you have on your paper? Who can respond 
to what Ernesto said and make sure you’re talking to Ernesto? Oh, Ernesto 
can respond to what Ernesto said. 
 
Ernesto: You put the line on top so it is repeating. 
 
Ms. D: What does that line look like? And does it have to be .33? Does it 
have to be thirty-three hundredths? First off, what line is he talking about? 
He’s talking about putting a line over a three, what line is he talking about? 
Francisco. 
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Francisco: The line that tells you it is repeating. 
 
Ms. D: OK, the line that tells you—hey, this is going to keep going on and on 
and on and I’m not going to write threes all the way around the room and 
off my paper forever. It’s a signal to anyone that’s reading math that that 
number is going to repeat. Does he need both threes though? Do you have 
the bar over one three? How do you have this written, Ernesto? Like that? 
Is there another easier way that we could write this? Do we need both of 
those? Talk to your partner. Do we need both of those threes?  
 
[Partner talk.]  
 
Ms. D.:  Hands up when you have an answer. Do we need both of those 
threes? Lesley? 
 
Lesley: No. 
 
Ms. D: Why? 
 
Lesley: You could just put the three, one three and then the line over. 
 
Ms. D: Would that be OK? [Writes .3 with the top line. Chorus of yeses.] Sean 
Keith? 
 
Sean: Wait, it might because if we lifted up .3 without the thing, it would be read 
as three tenths but since we know that we know that it is going to keep on going, 
so then we know it is going to be .333333.   
 
Ms. D: OK. CJ? 
 
CJ: You could write it like that, but if there was a problem and it was .63 
repeated you put it over the second numbers to show it was .63.63…I mean 
.636363. 
 
Ms. D: OK, so you’re saying if it is like this you know it is .6363. [Writes .63 
with a line on the board.] OK, does that make sense? If it is two different 
numbers then you need more than one. If I was going to say this is going to 
keep going 6363 then you would need two numbers under that bar. Marcos? 
 
Marcos: I think it depends on what the situation is because if it’s like just one 
number repeating, you should just put the first number; if it’s two numbers you 
have to put both digits. 
 
Ms. D: And sometimes it could be three numbers and sometimes it could be 
four and when we go on the back of your paper we’re going to run into 
situations where there’s a number and then after that the number repeats so 
we would actually only put the bar over the number that repeats. So, we’re 
going to run into that situation too. 
	
  


